Tropical Storms

Try completing this without using the word box on the 2nd page. Only resort to it if you get really stuck!

________ _______ are also known as ________ (Atlantic), Tropical Cyclones (South East Asia), Willy Willies (Australia) and ________ (Pacific). 

What are Tropical Storms? 

Tropical Storms are areas of extreme ___ pressure. This means air is rising, causing 'low pressure' on the earth's surface.

How do Tropical Storms occur? 

Tropical Storms start within 8º and 15º north and south of the equator where surface sea temperatures reach ___. The air above the warm sea is heated and rises. This causes low ________. 


As the air rises it cools then ________, forming ________. 

Air around the weather system rushes in to fill the ___ caused by the rising air. The air begins to spiral. The spinning movement of the _____ causes this. 


The weather system generates _____, which powers the storm, causing wind speeds to increase. This causes the Tropical Storm to sustain itself. Tropical storms rely on plenty of _____, moist air from the sea - this is why they die out over _____. 

What is the structure of a Tropical Storm? 

The central part of the tropical storm is known as the ___. The eye is usually between 30-50km across. It is an area of ____, with light winds and no rain. It contains descending air. Large Cumulonimbus _______ surround the eye. These are caused by moist air condensing as it rises. Wind speeds average _____ per hour around the eye. 

What are the problems associated with Tropical Storms?

The strong winds and heavy _______ cause a huge amount of ______ during tropical storms.

Also, during a Tropical Storm the low pressure on the earth’s surface causes sea levels to ____ by up to 10 metres. This is called a ____ _____ and is by far the most deadly feature of a Tropical Storm.  Storm surges lead to _______ in low-lying coastal areas.

Case Studies 

Below is a list of Tropical Storms:

1. Hurricane Andrew - 1992 Americas costliest hurricane 

2. Hurricane Mitch - 1998 

3. Indian 'Super Cyclone' The strongest and deadliest cyclone in the region since the Bangladesh cyclone of April 1991 

4. Cyclone Eline - 2000 The cause of the major disaster in Mozambique

Hurricane Andrew – Case Study

In late August 1992, Hurricane Andrew hit the Florida and became America’s most costly hurricane.

On 23rd August it hit The Bahamas – killing 4 people

On the 24th August Hurricane Andrew hit the coast of south-east Florida.  Winds reached 280km/h. The storm surge was 5 metres high and caused considerable ______. 

Due to ________ predictions people were prepared for the hurricane. One million people were evacuated, homes were secured (windows were boarded up) the ______ and gas were turned off. ______ supplies were stockpiled, torch and radio batteries were checked. 


Word Box:





Hurricanes   pressure    Tropical         storms           Typhoons       low       





27ºC      condenses               clouds               rise             rainfall            





damage           storm            surge        flooding      damage





clouds        earth             gap            heat             warm              land           





eye            calm            satellite        electricity      food            160km











