Plate Tectonics

Try completing this without using the word box below. Only resort to it if you get really stuck!

The Earth’s three main layers are the ______, the  _______ and the _______.

The middle layer, the _______, is ______ rock.

Tectonic ______ are large slabs of rock, which make up the Earth’s surface.

Liquid rock below the Earth’s surface is called _____.

Liquid rock above the Earth’s surface is called _____.

The majority of the world’s major earthquakes occur in narrow _______ along ______ boundaries.

The ______ scale measures the strength of an earthquake. 

Fires often occur after earthquakes because of broken ______ _____.

A plate with an ocean above it is called an _____ plate. These plates are young, thin and ______.

Plates, which contain the continents, are called _______plates. These are old, light and thick.

When an oceanic plate is forced under a continental plate it is called _______. 

Volcanoes are found along zones of _______.   

Two plates sliding past each other = _______ margin.

An oceanic plate subducting a continental plate = ______ margin.

Two plates moving apart = _______ margin.

Two continental plates moving towards each other = ______ margin.


Word Box:





conservative      continental       subduction       collision      core        mantle        crust         mantle               liquid        belts     lava     plate      pipes      constructive        plates         Richter      gas       magma     destructive      oceanic        heavy         subduction

















